
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E345February 27, 1997
launched his business, the Custom Shop
Shirtmakers. He now owns 73 Custom Shop
Shirtmaker stores.

Mortimer Levitt, however, is not just an ar-
chetype in the fashion industry. He is also a
philanthropist, Broadway producer, and author
of four books. The custom shirtmaker is the
founder and biggest contributor to the Levitt
Pavilion for the Performing Arts. He contrib-
uted funds to the building of the arts center
and has since helped raise half of the pavil-
ion’s annual budget. He is on the board of di-
rectors for the Lincoln Center Film Society, the
Manhattan-based Young Concert Artists, and
founder of the Manhattan Theater Club where
not only was he on the board, but also pro-
duced over 20 plays. Levitt has also made sig-
nificant contributions to Lincoln Center and en-
dowed a scholarship fund at Mercy College in
Dobbs Ferry, NY.

Mortimer Levitt, for the past 60 years, has
provided jobs for his community, has raised
funding for the arts, and has been an inspira-
tion to the world of fashion. It is for these rea-
sons and many more that I would like to rec-
ognize Mr. Levitt on his 90th birthday.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, a few years
ago, a Taiwanese-American constituent gave
me a book entitled ‘‘Formosa Betrayed’’ writ-
ten in 1965 by American diplomat George
Kerr. The book describes a painful episode in
Taiwan’s history, which is today known as the
2–28 Massacre.

Tomorrow marks the 50th anniversary of the
massacre.

After Japan had lost World War II, Taiwan
was put under temporary administrative con-
trol of Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist Kuo-
mintang. At the time, the Kuomintang was still
fighting its civil war with Mao Tse-tung’s Com-
munists on mainland China. The Nationalists
under Governor Chen Yi treated Taiwan as a
conquered territory. Initial euphoria about the
arrival of the nationalist troops in Taiwan soon
changed to conflict when the new authorities
turned out to be repressive and corrupt. That
anger resulted in the 2–28 Massacre which
claimed the lives of an estimated 18,000–
28,000 Taiwanese in 1947. The event rep-
resents the beginning of 40 years of Martial
Law on the island during which Chiang’s main-
landers ruled the island with an iron fist.

Mr. Speaker, the date February 28 is etched
in the hearts and minds of the Taiwanese peo-
ple. Beginning this year, Taiwan dedicates
February 28 as a national holiday.

On the 50th anniversary of the 2–28 Mas-
sacre, we recognize the sacrifice of the Tai-
wanese people and their struggle for self-de-
termination and reaffirm our commitment to a
free and democratic Taiwan and to the strong
relationship between our two countries.
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Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to salute the Hawaii Humane Society
[HHS] and the caring individuals who are em-
ployed by, or volunteer at this facility. I am
pleased to say that today the HHS celebrates
100 years of success in their service to our
community.

The Hawaii Humane Society is a private,
nonprofit charitable organization that promotes
the humane treatment of animals to perpet-
uate the bond between humans and animals.
Its animal welfare activities are based on a
philosophy of encouraging responsible pet
ownership through education, legislation, and
prevention.

I ask my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing the 28,000 donors and volunteers who
give their time for this worthwhile cause. The
Hawaii Humane Society’s programs are inno-
vative and are models for animal welfare orga-
nizations across the country. With their signifi-
cant contributions in encouraging respect for
all living creatures the HHS continues to im-
prove the humane treatment of all animals in
our community.

I am proud to pay tribute to the Hawaii Hu-
mane Society, and I am honored to add my
voice to the praises of the many friends who
gather to salute this fine organization.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak out against religious intolerance in
Pakistan. Earlier this month, tens of thousands
of Muslims angered by the alleged desecration
of a Koran, and incited by local Muslim lead-
ers, burned thousands of homes of Christian
villagers, along with a hospital, a school, a
Catholic church, and a dormitory. While this
event by itself is despicable, the conduct of
the local police in this affair is unforgivable.
According to reports, local police actually told
residents to leave their homes because they
could not protect them from the mobs. Yet it
took only a small army unit to halt the ram-
page, which destroyed shops and homes, and
restore order to the village.

This is only the latest incident in what the
Christian Voice of Pakistan reports is ongoing
persecution of Christians by Muslims in Paki-
stan. The State Department’s ‘‘Human Rights
Report on Pakistan’’ points out that ‘‘Discrimi-
natory religious legislation has encouraged an
atmosphere of religious intolerance.’’ In fact,
section 295(c) of the Penal Code stipulates
the death penalty for blaspheming the Prophet
Mohammed. This provision has been used by
Muslims to intimidate religious minorities in
Pakistan.

I met yesterday with the Pakistani Chargé
d’Affaires to ask the Pakistani Government to
launch an immediate investigation of the inci-

dent with particular emphasis on the role of
the local police, and to repeal those portions
of the Penal Code which give license to Mus-
lims to persecute Christians and other reli-
gious minorities.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in calling on Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif to speak out against religious discrimi-
nation and to work to create a climate of toler-
ance and religious harmony in Pakistan.
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce The Plumbing Standards
Improvement Act of 1997.

My bill would repeal the plumbing fixture
flow restrictions that were enacted by the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act of 1992.
Specifically, they limited the capacity of all
newly manufactured toilets to 1.6 gallons per
flush, and showerheads to 2.5 gallons per
minute.

Through originally enacted to conserve
water, these restrictions have had a number of
unintended consequences, which I believe
make a strong case for their repeal.

First and foremost is their impact on the
public safety and health of the American peo-
ple. The most damning evidence comes from
a recently-released study by the University of
Cincinnati. It shows that the increased mist
levels created by restricted flow showerheads
have led to a higher incidence of respiratory
illnesses. And as you all know, children and
the elderly are usually the most susceptible.

In addition, I have heard from several
plumbing contractors in my district. They tell
me that these showerheads have resulted in
more scalding episodes, by causing a delay
between the adjustment of the hot water knob
and the resulting temperature increase. Thus,
people, especially children, are over-adjusting
the hot water and sustaining minor burns.

Regarding the toilets, it is apparent that new
1.6 gallon models are not as effective as their
prerestriction counterparts. Plumbers and
plumbing supply stores have been over-
whelmed with complaints from unsatisfied con-
sumers, and black markets for the old 3.5 gal-
lon models have popped up across the coun-
try since the restrictions were put in place.

But beware: if you or I buy a 3.5 gallon toilet
off the black market or remove the restrictor
plate from our water-saver showerhead, under
current law we would be subject to Federal
fines as high as $2,500. Simply put, this provi-
sion is making criminals out of normal, law
abiding citizens who only want a decent show-
er and a toilet that needs to be flushed only
once.

Finally, even if my bill is passed and the
Federal restriction is repealed, there is nothing
stopping governments in water-scarce areas
from passing these kind of restrictions. Some
governments may find it necessary to do so,
but it is a decision that seems best done at
the State and local level.

I urge my colleagues to take a close look at
this. It is my belief that if Congress knew
about the safety and health risks alone, it


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-20T08:45:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




